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Helen Fisher, Chair of CRC writes

We are reaching the end of another most interesting and challenging year for St. Mark’s Centre for Radical Christianity. Now we look forward to November 1st when we have our conference with Don Cupitt, together with our  Annual General Meeting. 

Many of you will know that we say ‘goodbye’ to Adrian and Christine Alker this month as they leave Sheffield and Adrian takes up a new post in the diocese of Ripon and Leeds. We will miss them very much at St. Mark’s but thankfully we don’t have to lose them from CRC.
It’s hard to find the right words to thank Adrian and Christine for their inspired work in initiating the Centre for Radical Christianity. Without them I am sure it would never have been born. In five short years it has come to mean so much to so many of us. We wish them well in their new home and look forward to continuing our work together. Much love to them both from all of us.
Adrian will step down as Secretary to CRC but is hoping to serve on the Council (I shouldn’t think there is much doubt about that!). Christine has offered to remain as Administrator - initially for 6 months - and will continue her work from a distance via e-mail etc. We are arranging a special telephone number for CRC. This should mean that everything will go on more or less as before.
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John Simmonds is now editing the newsletter and I know he wants to hear of ideas to develop it. Anne Padget, deputy chair of CRC is taking on the additional role of Publicity Officer. Other members of the council are taking various responsibilities to ensure that CRC will go on growing and flourishing. Our thanks to all of them. We even have a council member who is willing to succeed Adrian as Secretary – more of that after the AGM! 

Together in Hope – I hope so! 

- Adrian Alker reflects on his experience of editing Together in Hope.  
Together in Hope, is being well received with orders coming from churches as far flung as Cardiff, Liverpool and Bristol, some asking for multiple copies for church members. One enterprising minister is giving ten sermons based on the ten chapters of the book!
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The book was the fruit of the collaborative work of a number of liberal/open- minded Christian organisations. To prepare for the Lambeth Conference, a ‘St Anne’s Network’ was formed, with people from different organisations such as Inclusive Church, LGCM, MCU, PCN and others meeting at St Anne’s Church in Soho for a number of times prior to the Conference. Here was the possible beginning of some collaborative work and out of this came the book. 
My experience of editing such a book on behalf of so many groups reinforced just how hard and patient a task collaborative work is! Not everybody is enthusiastic about the same kind of thing; groups have widely differing strengths. Nevertheless Together in Hope is an important beginning.  So where do we go from here?  

My personal hope is that the St Anne’s Network, which will need to be imaginatively renamed, should be broadened from its fairly Anglican concerns. The experience of meeting around a table has been enjoyable but many other tasks could now be attempted if the different organisations are willing to pool resources. I think we should press ahead with other publications helpful to CRC members as resource material. In particular, people are crying out for some kind of visual/written learning course in contrast to Alpha but aimed at a similar wide age group. 

[image: image5.emf]Together in Hope? My hope is that we really do press on to see how viable is more collaborative working, not least with PCN Britain. I hope that none of us will try to defend and protect our own organisations so dearly that we are less than willing to listen to the ideas and learn from other groups. After all, the Christian denominations have been doing that for centuries! Can we be people of hope that, together with other progressive minded pilgrims, we might be a force for open hearted and open minded Christianity?

CRC Conference with Don Cupitt
November 1st at St Mark’s, Broomhill, Sheffield.
‘The Meaning of the West

 –a Radical Christian Perspective’.
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Don is a Fellow of Emmanuel Cambridge and a prolific author. For many years he was a lone radical voice in the Church. His new book has the same title as the conference and will be on sale on the day. Bookings are coming in fast and numbers are limited in order to facilitate discussion groups. Because of concerns expressed at past events, we are setting aside two areas for people with special hearing needs; we hope this will be helpful.

More information from St Marks’ CRC, 

4 St Marks’ Crescent, Sheffield, S10 2SG
or on the CRC website: www.stmarkscrc.co.uk
________________________

Inclusivity? Count me in! 
 - Robin Story reviews Together in Hope.

In an amazing few months Adrian Alker, on behalf of the Inclusive Church Network, conceived the idea, raised finance, recruited eminent contributors, took on the role of editor, organised the printing and published, under the inaugural imprint of St Mark’s Press, Together in Hope. It is both a manifesto for progressive Christianity and a resource book. Adrian gives two reasons why such a book is needed at this time: first, most people in the Church want collaboration rather than confrontation; and second, there seems to be a desire for a “truly fresh expression of what it means to be people of faith today”. 
Following Adrian’s introduction there are concise articles by ten eminent scholars, thinkers and leading practitioners. Steven Shakespeare in The God of Hope : The God Difference sets the theme by dismissing ideas of an interventionist God to give us a wider vision and new understanding of the divine reality. 
Marcus Borg in The Hope Seen in Jesus, presents the character and nature of Jesus as the “decisive disclosure of what a life full of God is like”. A memorable phrase is “The Word of God in a person trumps the Word of God in a book”.

In Hoping for God's Kingdom on Earth, John Dominic Crossan argues straight out of the Gospels that John the Baptist’s Kingdom was imminent whereas Jesus, having first accepted this view by being baptised, later insisted that the Kingdom was present now: “It is among you”.  Keith Ward, in Hope through the Scriptures, reflects on what Jesus’ message of the Kingdom means for us today: liberating love, pursuit of the good and justice. 
Having set out a rationale derived from the life and teaching of Jesus, the remaining authors turn to contemporary situations. In Hope for Church in the 21st century, Jill Sandham and Hugh Dawes, speak not of “the Church” (the institution), but “Church” (the Christian community). Institutions are about power: local gatherings embracing equality, open-mindedness and mutual respect resemble Jesus’ Kingdom. It is the one now needed if we are to have hope. 
Jonathan Clatworthy, in Finding Hope in our Contemporary World, looks for hope  in recent events. Attempts to right the world seem doomed. Science, technology and political structures alone are not an answer, but, if these are treated as means and not ends in themselves, purpose, progress and hope have meaning. 

In Hope for the Poorest of the World, Paula Clifford suggests ways to make our inadequate response to injustice and poverty more relevant and effective. 
Christina Rees in Out of Eden begins with Eden and Golgotha. What is essential is Jesus’ humanity not his masculinity. She summarises past appalling theologies on the nature of Woman. The “malignant remnants” of these remain with us today. If “we are all one in Christ”, there are no barriers to the full incorporation of women as full and equal members of the Church. 
In Transforming Prayer - Renewing Hope, Jim Cotter exemplifies vividly his plea for replacing over-familiar language that is clichéd with new expressions. By spending more care on the language of worship and prayer, we can be refreshed. 
Each of these persuasive presentations justifies the theme of Together in Hope and fulfils its editorial aims. The centre pages provide a useful directory of organisations that share the same platform, but have different emphases.
This attractive paperback at the modest price of £4.99 will stimulate discussion and reflection by a wide readership. Of course it will be taken up by those already sympathetic and those who are searching. The question arises: “How are we to catch the attention of those for whom “God”, “Church” and “Christian” are tainted terms? How do we meet the needs of those who find an academic approach difficult? How do we teach children? More resources are needed if this message of hope is to be extended to reach more people. 
Lambeth – watching the church go by
(John and Chris Simmonds helped staff the Progressive Christianity Network  (PCN) stall during the second week of the Lambeth Conference.)

Bishops do like their purple! In Canterbury’s streets, cafés, buses and shopping malls, there was an abundance of purple cassocks, shirts and name-tag lanyards  proclaiming the episcopal presence. The lanyards, worn by bishops’ spouses too, were a passport to places where possessors of green, red or white lanyards could not go!  So stall holders, with their white lanyards, found many locations off-limit and had to be content to watch the church go by.

The market place of campaigners and traders was a busy place.. The PCN stall was one of several where an inclusive message was proclaimed.  It was great to see Together in Hope dotted around the place, with the new Inclusive Church Network logo emblazed on posters and badges.  The Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement stall was magnificently situated just where the bishops entered the market place from their sessions.  

Callers at the PCN stall came from across the globe and were engaged in all kinds of mission and ministry: bishop’s chaplains, educators and public relations officers, mission partners, journalists and other stall-holders. Some bishops and spouses stopped by – many passed by. Whilst at first it felt quite difficult to explain PCN’s raison d’être, people seemed pleased to learn about PCN’s 8 points, most taking a flyer.  Living the Questions attracted a lot of interest, whilst the new PCN website set people searching for a local PCN group.   
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One episcopal caller who spoke with great appreciation of the inclusive agenda was Bishop Gene Robinson.  What a brave and generous presence he is!  He signed copies of In the Eye of the Storm, and chatted warmly to dozens of people. How ironic that a bishop, elected by the people of his New Hampshire diocese, was excluded from the Lambeth Conference by an Archbishop who was blackmailed by conservative bishops who them-selves stayed away!  Bishop Gene said that he is enormously encouraged by the love and prayers of the inclusive com-munity.  (His book ‘In the Eye of the Storm’, published by Canterbury Press: £12.00 – will be on sale on at the Cupitt conference) 

Towards the end of the conference we heard this comment from an African bishop. After talking about the shortage of priests in his diocese, the conversation turned to the frequency of communion in his parishes.  He said that many people would be fortunate to have communion once every two or three weeks. ‘Is that due to the shortage of priests?’ he was asked.  ‘No’, he replied, ‘It’s due to a shortage of bread.’   (Later, we noticed a ‘bargain chalice’ in one of the vestment shops – a snip at £1300!   I Cor. 11:17ff came to mind.)

Trawled from 
the Internet seas of faith

News from the inclusive network
Inclusive Church (www.inclusivechurch2.Net)
unlike some sites is well up to date. Post-Lambeth action planning on women bishops, gay and lesbians and ethnic under-representation in the Anglican Church is all well under way. 
Changing Attitude (www.changingattitude.org.uk) 
reports the extraordinary story of Davis MacIyalla, Director of Changing Attitude Nigeria, who has been granted asylum in the UK. He fled Nigeria in 2006 after a series of death threats. Following his arrival in the UK, to help with the Listening Process ahead of the Lambeth Conference, MacIyalla and the Director of Changing Attitude England, Colin Coward, both received more death threats. British police established that the threats originated outside the UK and MacIyalla decided that he had no option but to seek asylum in Britain. MacIyalla said ‘This is a huge relief. This morning I wasn’t a free man – now I’m safe. The UK government’s recognition that Nigeria is a dangerous place for gay Anglicans sits in stark contrast to the view of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) whose leaders still refuse to condemn violence against LGBT people and continue to deny them a place within the body of the Church.
Progressive Christianity Network Britain (PCNB) (www.pcnbritain.org.uk) 

has completely redesigned its website to good effect.. Well worth a browse.  See also the website of The Center for Progressive Christianity in the USA (www.tcpc.org) for a wealth of information.  

Radical Faith (www.radical.faith.org) 
explains itself: “Exploring faith in a changed world: for “seekers who do not connect well with traditional Christian teachings and beliefs”. A good range of straightforward, comprehensible material with reports from other parts of the world. Dip into the Thought Map and amaze your dinner guests. 
Free to Believe  (www.freetobelieve.org.uk) 

a United Reformed Church based group for those who believe that

· thinking seriously and critically strengthens rather than weakens faith
· any religion which imagines it has a monopoly of truth is dangerous

and remember your very own CRC website:  www.stmarkscrc.co.uk 


CRC Notes  
The AGM of St Marks CRC will take place at 1.30pm on Saturday 1 November 2008 at St Marks Church during the lunch break at the Don Cupitt conference. We anticipate a good number of nominations for the Council and so this is why we ask for a few sentences to be submitted about each nominee together with a photograph which can be displayed at the AGM.
CRC SECRETARIAL ARRANGEMENTS

Most readers will know that Adrian and Christine Alker are moving to Leeds where Adrian starts his new post as Director of Mission Resourcing for the Diocese of Ripon and Leeds on 1 October. Adrian will be resigning as Secretary to St Marks CRC at the AGM although he will accept nomination to stand on the Council. Christine has agreed to continue to work for two hours a week as CRC’s administrative officer, working from their temporary home in Leeds. The email address of info@stmarkscrc.co.uk will be directed to Christine and all post which is addressed to 4 St Marks Crescent, S10 2SG will be forwarded to Adrian and Christine. The new phone number for St Marks CRC from 26 September 2008 will be 0845 6434 694 which will put you through to Christine.

FREE BORG CDS FOR GROUPS

The first batch of CDs of the Marcus Borg conference gave us rather a shock; they were incorrectly labelled though the actual recording was of Marcus Borg. These cannot be sold but, if any groups would like to use them, we are happy to give them away or send them to you if you can pay for the postage. Please get in touch with Christine Alker on the CRC number/email if you would like any.  
LOOK OUT FOR CDs OF PREVIOUS CONFERENCES – on sale at the Cupitt Conference on November 1st and advertised on our web-site.      
CRC LIBRARY NOTES from Peter Fisher: CRC Librarian

The library is going from strength to strength. We now have 198 books on our list. Here are some recent titles:


David Boulton:  Who on Earth was Jesus?

Peter J Gomes: The Scandalous Gospel of Jesus.

The Jesus Seminar: The Future of the Christian Tradition.

Ian S. Markham:  Why Liberal Churches are Growing.

Bishop Gene Robinson: In the Eye of the Storm.

Jo Ind: Memories of Bliss: God, Sex and Us.

Here for some weeks now, but definitely worth having a look at:

Walter Brueggeman: The Prophetic Imagination.
Oliver Davies: Compassionate Theology.
George Pattison: A Short Course in the Philosophy of Religion.
 Dominic Crossan and Marcus Borg: The First Christma’ and The Last Week.

There has been an interesting suggestion that we might have a Saturday morning Book Club, perhaps once a month with time to choose, have a cup of coffee, chat and discuss. Please let us know if the idea would interest you.
________________________________

END PIECE:   Encounters with the Sacred 

by John Vaughan. A member of the C.R.C Council.
Sometimes a piece in a book can bring together a whole set of ideas that have been lurking under the surface of the mind. For example, Marcus Borg relates that, since the Reformation, many encounters with the sacred for the protestant part of the Church have occurred chiefly through the liturgy, the reading of the Bible and preaching. The mind has been engaged but as Marcus puts it, the heart has not.


This theory made me aware of some of the dramatic examples in the Bible: for Jacob at Bethel, for Moses at the burning bush and for Isaiah in his vision. In the gospels, we have the transfiguration of Jesus, a unique experience for the three apostles. For most of us our encounters are not of this magnitude but they are significant in their own right, they can occur without being sought  These occasions are when the boundary between "here" and "there" is so thin.

Music, sacred spaces, drama, silence and magnificent examples in the natural world can be the triggers. It seems to me that these experiences are being spoken about more frequently by writers and speakers across the spectrum. Recently I tested this discovery with a congregation and the positive reactions from many of them were surprising, especially from people who do not normally make a response to sermons. Could it be that I had struck oil in an area that is worth exploring further? What are your experiences ? Would you care to share them through the CRC Newsletter?
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Gene Robinson signing books for John Cooke and John Simmonds, gay rights advocates in the Methodist Church.
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Contact details for St Marks CRC:


(: 0845 6434 694, 


( � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@stmarkscrc.co.uk" ��info@stmarkscrc.co.uk�


(: 4 St Marks Crescent, Sheffield, S10 2SG











