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I am pleased to say that our Centre has had some positive publicity of late in an MCU sponsored supplement in the Church Times. The Modern Churchpeoples Union paid for an 8 page supplement highlighting ‘liberal theology in a changing world’. St Marks Broomhill was one of three church communities featured and your secretary was able to give mention to CRC! We must never lose an opportunity to tell of our work! Good publicity and clear communications are essential to countering so much negativity which is around religion. When there seems to be so much polemic in regard to Christianity, it is good to be able to offer a vision of Christian folk working for a more just and peaceful world, seeing Christ as the One who showed us how to live and to love. 
Jack Spong has just completed his UK tour sponsored by PCN Britain and again thrilled packed audiences with his vision of the Christian life. As I write I am anticipating that Dominic Crossan will do the same at our November conference. 
So let us not be shy as speaking with others about all the positive ways in which the Christian message and Christian communities can contribute to the well being of our society. Lets not dance to the tune of so many who enjoy only polemic and argument!

In this newsletter you will find information about our forthcoming seminars and conference – all very positive I trust! There is also news of next year’s MCU conference prior to the Lambeth gathering of Anglican bishops and other events.

If you would like to contribute to future newsletters just email me your article/letter/etc.
Adrian Alker.
_____________________________
God or Multiverse or Both?
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Is the universe a single or singular phenomenon, fine- tuned by its Creator so that sentient life can evolve in it? Or is it one of many multiverses, all formed at random. Or could there be many universes, and all of them created by God?

A Day Conference of the Scientific and Medical Network at Downing College Cambridge on 24 November 2007 explores these issues. Participants are Bernard Carr, John Polkinghorne, Keith Ward, Peter Coles and others. Apply to SMN at PO Box 11, Moreton – in – Marsh GL56 0ZF or to info@scimednet.org
BOOK REVIEW
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GOD AND EMPIRE
By John Dominic Crossan
Under five separate headings, John Dominic Crossan, in his book God and Empire, covers a period from the first creation story in Genesis to the apocalyptic book of Revelation.  


In the first chapter we are told of the development of the Roman Empire and the inauguration of a system of imperial government.  When in 27BCE Octavian called himself Caesar Augustus (the divine one) he assumed the status of deity.  His theology was:  religion, war, victory, peace, to bring about a Great Divine Clean-up of the world.  He inaugurated an era of peace, and was deified and addressed as Lord, Redeemer, Liberator and Saviour of the World.  These titles, with the advent of Christianity, were later transferred to a human being, Jesus of Nazareth, whose teaching sought to bring peace through means other than war and violence.  


In the second chapter we are reminded of the ambiguity of the power of God that is to be found in the early books of the Bible.  Many of the stories for instance were taken from Sumerian tradition, but the first creation story was written by the Priestly writers, who made the story fit a six-day working week and a day of rest.  The important thing is that the day of rest was for everyone, there was no discrimination, and it applied to all, whether they were master, slave or even a working animal.  It was an act of distributive justice.  


The third chapter is the life of Jesus of Nazareth and his teaching about a kingdom that challenged the kingdom of Rome.  At the time of Jesus the morale of the Jewish people was at a low ebb and their only hope seemed to lie somewhere in the future.  They were under the oppression of Roman occupation and the ambitions of Herod Antipas, who ruled for Rome.  The kingdom that Jesus offered did not lie in the future, but was within their grasp and could be obtained by non-violent means.  Peace through war and victory needed replacing by peace through justice.  


The fourth chapter looks at Paul and the justice of equality, and is a defence of Paul against accusations of pro-slavery, anti-Semitism, misogyny and homophobia.  The epistles attributed to Paul fall into three groups, radical, liberal and conservative, as the early church began to develop.  Paul understood justice in term of love, and like the historical Jesus understood the Kingdom of God to be already present.  The radical Paul challenges Christians to live as the Body of Christ, exhibiting the wisdom and spirit of God, and to live it as fully as they can.  


In the last chapter we are invited to make a choice between the violence of the Apocalypse and the non-violence advocated by Jesus and Paul.  In the book of Revelation, John of Patmos makes a veiled attack on the Roman Empire, and uses the Second Coming of Christ, in terms of an Apocalypse, to bring about The Great Clean-up, to create a new heaven and earth, with Jesus on a warhorse.  But according to the gospel writers, the first coming of Jesus to the gates of Jerusalem was on a donkey, a non-violent approach.  The fundamental question now is whether we imagine our God as violent or non-violent.  
John Wood
MCU Conference 2008
Next year’s Modern Churchpeoples Union conference promises to be no less intriguing before the Lambeth conference as did the 1998 conference when Jack Spong came and nailed his theses to the door of Lambeth! The title of the conference is ‘Saving the soul of Anglicanism: the nature and future of the Anglican Communion’ and runs from
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Tuesday 8 - Friday 11 July 2008
at High Leigh Conference Centre
Hoddesdon, Herts, UK 

Speakers include Bishop Gene Robinson  ‘My story and my hopes for the future’ 
Booking form on MCU website
‘By identifying the new learning with heresy, you make orthodoxy synonymous with ignorance’ Erasmus
____________________
2008 CRC CONFERENCE WITH

RENOWNED SCHOLAR MARCUS BORG ~
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JESUS

Uncovering the Life, Teachings and Relevance of a Religious Revolutionary

SATURDAY 12 APRIL 2008
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We are delighted to welcome back to the UK Marcus Borg, author of the bestselling books ‘Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time’, ‘The God We Never Knew’, ‘The Heart of Christianity’ and many other publications. Marcus J. Borg is Hundere Distinguished Professor of Religion and Culture at Oregon State University. His writings have given progressive-thinking Christians the tools to rebuild their Christian faith with integrity and relevance for the twenty-first century. Borg brings a fresh understanding of Jesus, an intelligent reading afresh of the scriptures and an exciting journey into the mystery of God. 
His latest book ‘Jesus’ was published last year. 

Walter Wink writes: ‘In every generation there is a handful of writers of whom it can be said, Read everything they write. Marcus Borg is one of these today’

We anticipate a sell out for this conference so do book quickly to avoid disappointment. Booking form on the CRC website or contact the CRC office.
Please note that Marcus Borg is only in the UK for this weekend conference.
_____________________________
St Mark’s CRC

4 St Marks Crescent Sheffield S10 2 SG

Tel 0114 267 0362

Email CRC@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
www.stmarkscrc.co.uk
FEBRUARY 2008
'The story of 
God and my story' Conversations theological and personal….’

CRC is delighted to announce that during this coming February there will be at St Marks Broomhill three Sunday afternoon seminars ending with tea and led by distinguished writers and thinkers.

The subject for these informal seminars is that of God – how God has shaped our thinking about the world and ourselves and how we put our own journey into the God story. To lead us in our reflections are three people who have had distinguished careers: 
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Keith Ward, Regius Professor of Divinity Emeritus, University of Oxford and author of many books, whose latest Rethinking Christianity is on our CRC shelves. Keith has led a spring 

conference at CRC and we look forward to seeing him again.
George Pattison is currently the Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity at the University of Oxford and a canon of Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. Prior to his appointment in 2004 he was an Associate Professor at the University of Århus (2002-03) and Dean of King's College, Cambridge (1991-2001). He is also Vice-President of the Modern Churchpeople's Union.
His latest book is Thinking about God in an Age of Technology (2006) 

David Boulton, humanist and Quaker is a former TV producer. Of his latest book ‘The Trouble with God’, Richard Holloway writes : The great thing about this book is that it is exactly like the author; it is affectionate, sane, learned and extremely funny.

The seminars are on:

Sunday Feb. 3 
     Keith Ward

Sunday Feb 10
     George Pattison

Sunday Feb 17      David Boulton
ALL AT 3.30 pm – 5.30 pm

Cost (including tea) : £4 per seminar (CRC members), £5 non members

BOOKING FORMS AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE OR WITH THIS NEWSLETTER

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO DEVELOP OUR WORK!
In order that St Marks CRC can continue to fulfill its aims and develop its work we do need a very proactive membership. Recently our chair, Helen Fisher sent out an appeal to all members. These are the kind of areas where we need YOUR help.

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM                
Newsletter - gathering 
information, soliciting book 
reviews, generally informing 
the membership of all the 
activities going on within CRC/PCN and other 
sympathetic organisations. 
Encouraging CRC members to contribute as much as possible.
Website -responsibility for keeping this up to date with as much information and as many book reviews and contributions as possible from the membership.
Other Publicity 
RESOURCES TEAM
Library – maintaining it, buying books, and informing the     membership through the Newsletter/Website.
Soliciting book reviews and short summaries of new books in order to make members’ access to the library easier.
Communications/information board in St.Mark’s to provide information on articles, radio broadcasts, TV programmes, meetings of interest to members. It would also provide a place for people to make their own comments – a “Talk Board”.
CONFERENCES AND GROUPS TEAM
Planning conferences, exploring speakers / themes / formats
Helping to organise the ‘nuts and bolts’ of current conferences
Local Groups: Encouraging the formation of local groups and helping to resource these.
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It would be wonderful if during the next 12 months we could put these teams in place with your help! Please contact us!

Helen Fisher, Chair of CRC
AT SCARGILL THIS TERM

Scargill is a Christian Community set in the heart of the stunning Yorkshire Dales, near the village of Kettlewell within the National Park. Here is news of a forthcoming conference
YOUR OWN PERSONAL JESUS
30 November - 2 December £122
Jonny Wood 
Why is it that so-called ‘secular’ rock music is often much more effective in exploring and communicating spirituality than its ‘Christian’ equivalent? The weekend offers the chance to taste and share the spiritual insights of major writers and artists of contemporary rock and pop music and to consider ways in which their work can be celebrated in a faith context. 
Who is leading it?
Jonny is Leader in Contemporary Issues and music co-ordinator at Scargill and has been passionate about rock music for as long as he can remember.
Who is it for?
Any lover of rock and pop from the Beatles onwards; for those who’ve sometimes felt pressure to like ‘Christian’ bands but can’t find it within them to do so; for those who want to celebrate their love of rock as an integral part of their spirituality. (Please note this course will NOT focus on hymns, choruses or ‘Christian’ music) The weekend begins with a meal at 7pm and finishes by 4pm on the Sunday.
More details: 01756 760234 or info@scargillhouse.co.uk
NEW BOOKS ON THE CRC LIBRARY
Keith Ward :Rethinking Christianity

John Humphries : In God we Doubt

Richard Dawkins:The God Delusion

Jack Spong : Jesus for the Non Religious

Adrian Thatcher: Theology and Families

Alistair McGrath : The Dawkins Delusion

J.D.Crossan : God and Empire

The CRC library is YOURS to use! You can check the full catalogue on the website or ask for a printout. Order books via the CRC office. 
BOOK REVIEW
Christianity with Attitude,  
Giles Fraser,  Canterbury Press £9.99

Those of you who read The Guardian and Church Times or listen to 'Thought for the Day' will be familiar with the name of Giles Fraser and his particular style.  He is the Anglican Vicar of Putney.

This book is a collation of his writings in the press and his BBC Radio 4 contributions over the past five years or so.  There are ten Chapter headings some of which are divided into ten or twelve sections, others are shorter.  The ten chapter headings are:-

1)
Theology from Christmas to Easter.

2)
Death has lost its sting

3)
The bloody Church

4)
Family Values

5)
The war on Fundamentalism

6)
Atheism

7) 
Sex talk

8)
Individualism, for and against

9)
Jewish Christianity

10)
Cowboys

It is written with complete frankness and there is no beating about the bush when dealing with contemporary society and the implications for a twenty-first century theology.  His approach and language are so down to earth and honest that whether you agree with him or not it is refreshingly thought-provoking.

He tackles what one might call the real Christian truths in the light of his own liberal views. He is uncompromising in facing the difficult issues that confront the Anglican Church.  His approach to other issues such as the morality of war, inter-faith, sexual attitudes and fundamentalism pull no punches.  The comprehensiveness of the subjects he is prepared to tackle are breathtaking, the style is easy and the scholarship impressive.

Religion and the Church badly need this sort of no nonsense, open approach.  As someone who lived through the upheaval in theological circles in the sixties and the opening up of traditional theology I am heartened that there are still people prepared to stand up for what they believe.  People, like Giles, who put their heads on the block.  They are the Prophets of our time and deserve to be listened to and acted upon.  Giles is biblically based in the critical tradition.  I thoroughly recommend that you read this book whether you are a Christian of any tradition, an Agnostic, Secularist or Atheist.  It is available through Canterbury Press and Amazon books.

Anne Wood
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