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OH FREEDOM
Worship for the beginning of Passiontide in Honour of those who lived and died promoting freedom for humankind
The Spirituals from A Child of our Time,
 by Sir Michael Tippett sung by the choir of St Mark’s

Directed by Andy Thomas
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Retiring Collection 
for SuCCoL, helping to free street children in Bogota 

from the slavery of poverty
Introduction
Spiritual : Steal Away

Steal away, steal away to Jesus. Steal away home


I haven’t got long to stay here.


My Lord he calls me by the thunder….the trumpet sounds 
within my soul


Green trees a bending, poor sinner stands a trembling....
Opening Responses:

Jesus invites us to a way of celebration, 

meeting and feasting with the humble and poor. 

Let us walk his way with joy. 

Jesus beckons us to a way of risk,

letting go of our security.

Let us walk his way with joy.

Jesus challenges us to listen to the voices 

of those who have nothing to lose.

Let us walk his way with joy.

Jesus points us to a way of self-giving,

where power and status are overturned. 

Let us walk his way with joy.

Jesus calls us to follow the way of the cross,

where despair is transformed by the promise of new life. 

Let us walk his way with joy.
(Jan Berry, Sheffield 1990 from J. Morley ed. Bread of Tomorrow)
Hymn : Amazing Grace

1
Amazing grace!-how sweet the sound-


that saved a wretch like me!


I once was lost, but now I’m found,


was blind, but now I see.

2
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear


and grace my fears relieved;


how precious did that grace appear


the hour I first believed!
CHOIR ONLY VERSE 3
3
Through many dangers, toils and snares


I have already come;


'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,


and grace will lead me home.
4
The Lord has promised good to me,


his word my hope secures;


he will my shield and portion be


as long as life endures.

5
When we've been there ten thousand years


bright shining as the sun,


we've no less days to sing God's praise


than when we first begun.

John Newton (1725-1807), William Cowper (1731-1800), John Rees (1828-1900)
Slavery then and now
Silence

Prayer of Confession
Leader:
We confess that so much of our standard of living lies on the foundations of a system of slavery. A system that held human life cheap, destroyed families, transported human beings as cargo, and condemned millions to a shortened life of hopeless misery.

All: 

God forgive, and help us to acknowledge our past.

Leader: 
We confess that this system was conveniently accepted as commercial necessity and justified for centuries by religion; that it corrupted and brutalised our fellow citizens as sailors on slave ships or plantation overseers.

All: 

God forgive, and enable us to find a new solidarity with 

others.

Leader: 
We confess that our standard of living still rests on the slavery to debt endured by so many in our world. Poor people denied medical, educational and social facilities in order that their governments may repay interest to the rich world.

All: 

God forgive, and inspire us to political activity for a just 

world.

Leader: 
We confess that we shop or bank uncritically, enabling profits to be made from children enslaved on cocoa farms, or in rug-making factories, and men and women imprisoned in labour camps.

All: 

God forgive, and help us to use our purchasing power 

rightly.

Leader: 
We confess that all too often we close our ears to the cries of women exploited in sexual slavery or domestic servitude because we don’t want to believe that this happens in our society.

All: 

God forgive, and lead us to open our ears and raise our voice. Amen.
Spiritual : Nobody Knows 
 

Nobody knows the trouble I see Lord, 



Nobody knows like Jesus



O brothers pray and help me to drive old Satan away……
Old Testament reading : Exodus 5.1 - 11
Spiritual : Go Down Moses

Go down Moses….Way down to Egypt land



Tell old Pharoah to let my people go

Oppressed so hard they could not stand….


"Thus spake the Lord",bold Moses said,

Let my people go. "If not, I'll smite your first-born dead",

Old Testament reading : Exodus 5. 22 – 6.8
Hymn:  Free to serve
Free to serve, yes, free to serve,

Christ has set us free to serve;

free to serve, yes, free to serve, 

all in Christ are free to serve.
1.
When we walk alone and we work for self,


when we make our plans just to increase our wealth;


needy neighbours there by the roadside cry,


but we pass them by and take the other side.



Free to serve...

2.
But that lonely road leads to slavery,


life is full of fear, the end we cannot see;


Christ has set us free, he has shown the way - 


loving, serving others brings us liberty.



Free to serve...

3.
Every passer-by is a friend to love,


every one in need someone in Christ to serve;


fair society, human unity -


love is means and end, and loving sets us free!



Free to serve...
A litany of celebration of those who have led and lead the struggle against slavery
Hymn : Oh Freedom 

Oh Freedom (freedom is coming)
Oh Jesus (Jesus is coming)

Oh Freedom (freedom is coming)
Oh Jesus (Jesus is coming)

Oh Freedom (freedom is coming)
Oh Jesus (Jesus is coming)

Oh yes I know (Oh yes I know)

Oh yes I know (Oh yes I know)

Oh yes I know (Oh yes I know)

Oh yes I know (Oh yes I know)

Oh yes I know (Oh yes I know)

Oh yes I know (Oh yes I know)

Prayers of Thanksgiving
For the pioneers who first led the struggle against slavery.

Granville Sharp who studied law to rescue slaves in England through the courts,

Thomas Clarkson who collected evidence on the slave trade in the pubs of Bristol and Liverpool, and

William Dickson who persuaded people in Scotland to send 176 petitions to Parliament for the abolition of the slave trade.

God be Praised

For the courage of countless slaves who resisted the system.

Olaudah Equinano, Ottabah Cugoano and Ignatio Sancho who had expe​rienced the slave trade and tirelessly campaigned against it, and women such as Mary Prince in the West Indies and Sojourner Truth in the United States who wrote and spoke for the destruction of the slave system.

God be Praised

For the faith of those who saw the total inconsistency between Christian​ity and slavery and spoke out boldly.

John Wesley in England,

Andrew Thomson in Scotland, and

Anthony Benezet and the Quakers in America.

God be Praised

For all who today risk their lives to seek the truth and expose the reality of modern slavery.

Investigative journalists, welfare officers and social workers,

those who campaign for and organise release,

and those who contribute money and time to the cause of abolition. 

God be Praised

For all who work or volunteer for organisations concerned about those in bondage.

Anti-Slavery International,

Free the Slaves,

and for their members and supporters.

God be Praised
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 

Spiritual : By and By
O by and by I’m going to lay down my heavy load

I know my robe’s going to fit me well, I’ve tried it on at the gates of Hell
Hell is deep and a dark despair O stop poor sinner and don’t go there
JESUS SAID

Jesus said:

I have come to bring good news to the poor

Jesus said:

I have come to proclaim liberty to the captives

Jesus said:

I have come to give recovery of sight to the blind
And so they took this Jesus ​

the one who wanted to overthrow the order of the world ​

and brought him to a cliff to throw him over

But Jesus walked through the crowd and went on his way

And so the powers arrested and beat and bound him, and spit in his face and stripped him bare,

and nailed him to a cross and left him for dead ... 

And after three days he rose from the grave

Jesus Christ, we are your body on earth,

help us to do your work:

To help bring justice to the poor and dispossessed; 

To free the slaves ; 

To open the eyes of the comfortable and apathetic;

​To turn the world upside down.

And when things get tough, in our home towns

or far away in the great cities of the world,

help us to stand firm,

and not be moved by intimidation and threats of violence. 

Keep us safe, Lord Christ.

And if following you should someday lead us to a place

where we are persecuted or arrested,

or where our lives are in danger because of our affiliation with you, 

give us the strength not to deny you, and the peace to know that,

whatever happens, we have lived our lives for you.

Lord Jesus, send us out in confidence, hope and joy to do God's work. Amen
Spiritual : Deep River
Deep river my home is over Jordan

Deep river I want to cross over into camp ground

O chilun don’t you want to go to that gospel feast

That land where all is peace

Walk into heaven and take my seat and cast my crown at Jesus feet
ALL PEOPLE, ALL HUMAN

I'm telling the people with power that I have power too.

If you stifle my voice,

and deny me a voice,

I will show my power to you.

I will not come with a weapon,

I will not come in fear.

I will come with others

as brothers and sisters

and a voice you will have to hear.

I'm telling people with knowledge

that I have knowledge too.

If you ignore my words,

and deny what you've heard,

my knowledge will be lost to you.

I will not come in anger,

I will not come in pain,

I will come as me, with dignity,

and your denial will be to your shame.

I'm telling the people with control,

that I have control too.

If you put me in chains,

then hatred reigns,

and fear gains control of you.

I will not come as a prisoner,

I will not come broken to you,

I will come with pride, and stand by your side,

because I am human too.
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