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The preparation
As we gather, music is played to prepare us for worship, followed by silence. A welcome and some introductory notices are given.

President : Revd Gillian Cooper

Preacher : Revd Canon Adrian Alker
Assistant : Revd Sue Hobley

 ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN. HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!
Welcome to St Marks for this Festival Eucharist of Easter. All those who have been baptised, including children, are welcome to receive communion. Afterwards we hope you will stay for a cup of tea or coffee. Please indicate at the rail if you require a gluten free wafer. 
String quartet: Marcia maestoso from Serenade-Quartett by F.W. Rust

Alleluia Christ is Risen

All 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

As the stone is rolled away we sing : Taize chant : Laudate Dominum 
Laudate dominum, laudate dominum, omnes gentes alleluia!

(tr. Praise the Lord all peoples)

The Peace 
Minister
This is the Good News: Christ is risen

All

Hallelujah!

Minister
This is the Good news: The light shines in the darkness and the darkness can never put it out.

All

Hallelujah!

Minister
Christ is our peace, the indestructible peace, 

we now share with each other.

The peace of Christ be with you

All

And also with you
We share a sign of peace with those around us.
Hymn : Jesus Christ is Risen Today
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!

Our most glorious holy day, Alleluia!

Who did once in life and death, Alleluia!

Fill the earth with Love's true breath: Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!

Unto Christ, our Servant-King, Alleluia!

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!

Sprang to life from out the cave: Alleluia!

So the pains that he endured, Alleluia!

Love’s release have now secured, Alleluia!

Death’s dread sting itself now dies, Alleluia!

Christ in glory fills the skies: Alleluia!


The Lord be with you
All 
and also with you.
All
Ever loving God, to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hidden; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen
GLORIA


Gloria, Gloria, Gloria, patri et filio


Gloria, Gloria, Gloria, spiritui sancto
Collect:
Risen Christ, whose absence leaves us paralysed,

but whose presence is overwhelming:

breath on us with your abundant life;

that where we cannot see we may have courage to believe

that we may be raised with you. Amen


Janet Morley

New Testament reading : 1 Corinthians 15.1–11
1 I would remind you, brothers and sisters,

of the good news that I proclaimed to you,

which you in turn received, in which also you stand,

2 through which also you are being saved,

if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you –

unless you have come to believe in vain.

3 For I handed on to you as of first importance

what I in turn had received:

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures,

4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day

in accordance with the scriptures,

5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters

at one time,

most of whom are still alive, though some have died.

7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.

8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.

9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle,

because I persecuted the church of God.

10 But by the grace of God I am what I am,

and his grace towards me has not been in vain.

On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them –

though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.

11 Whether then it was I or they, 

so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.
At the end of the readings the reader says:

How is this the Word of the Lord for us today? 

Gradual hymn : Christ is risen, shout Hosanna 
1
Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna!


Celebrate this day of days!


Christ is risen! Hush in wonder:


all creation is amazed.


In the desert all-surrounding,


see, a spreading tree has grown.


Healing leaves of grace abounding


bring a taste of love unknown.

2
Christ is risen! Raise your spirits


from the caverns of despair.


Walk with gladness in the morning.


See what love can do and dare.


Drink the wine of resurrection,


not a servant, but a friend.


Jesus is our strong companion.


Joy and peace shall never end.

3
Christ is risen! Earth and heaven


nevermore shall be the same.


Break the bread of new creation


where the world is still in pain.


Tell its grim, demonic chorus:


'Christ is risen! Get you gone!'


God the First and Last is with us.


Sing Hosanna everyone!

Gospel :  Mark 16. 1 – 8
When it is announced  All: Glory to you O Lord
1 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him.

2 And very early on the first day of the week,

when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.

3 They had been saying to one another,

‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’

4 When they looked up,

they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back.

5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe,

sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.

6 But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed;

you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.

He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.
7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.

8. So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord     All : Praise to you O Christ 
Sermon  
The Prayers are led by Revd Michael Bayley
Confession

For the times when we have been a stumbling block to others

Lord have mercy

All
Lord have mercy


For times when we have laid unfair burdens on others

Christ have mercy

All
Christ have mercy

For our unwillingness to fight against all that oppresses humankind


Lord have mercy

All
Christ have mercy 
Absolution

Offertory Hymn, We have a gospel to proclaim
A collection is now taken for the work of the church. If you are a taxpayer, please place your gift in the yellow envelope and write your name etc on the envelope. Bread and wine are brought up.
1
We have a gospel to proclaim,


good news for all throughout the earth;


the gospel of a Saviour's name:


we sing his glory, tell his worth.

2
Tell of his birth at Bethlehem


not in a royal house or hall


but in a stable dark and dim,


the Word made flesh, a light for all.


3
Tell of his death at Calvary,


hated by those he came to save,


in lonely suffering on the Cross;


for all he loved his life he gave.

5
Tell of his reign at God's right hand,


by all creation glorified.


He sends his Spirit on his Church


to live for him, the Lamb who died.
All
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.

We sit or kneel

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

O Eternal Wisdom,

we praise you and give you thanks,

because the beauty of death could not contain you.

You broke forth from the comfort of the grave;

before you the stone was moved,

and the tomb of our world was opened wide.

For on this day you were raised in power

and revealed yourself to women as a beloved stranger,

offering for the rituals of the dead

the terror of new life and of desire fulfilled.

Therefore, with the woman who gave you birth,

the women who befriended you and fed you,

who argued with you and touched you,

the woman who anointed you for death,

the women you met you, risen from the dead,

and with all your lovers, men and women, throughout the ages,

we praise you, saying
Holy, holy, holy, resurrection God,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory;

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God;

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is our brother Jesus, who walks with us the road of our grief,

and is known again in the breaking of bread;

who, on the night he was handed over,

took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said:

‘This is my body, which is for you. Do this to remember me.’

In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying:

‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.

Do this whenever you drink it, to remember me.’

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.
Come now, disturbing spirit of our God,

breathe on these bodily things and make us one body in Christ.

Open our graves, unbind our eyes, and name us here;

touch and heal all that has been buried in us, that we need not cling to our  pain, but may go forth with power to release resurrection in the world.
All
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ

All
Though we are many, we are one body,


because we all share in one bread
All those of any Christian denomination are invited to come to the altar rails to receive communion and anyone is welcomed to receive a blessing.
During communion the choir sing the anthem : Come Ye Faithful by Thatcher and then we sing the Taize  refrain: 
Surrexit Christus, alleluia!

Cantate Domino, alleluia!
All
Praise and honour, glory and power,


be unto our God, now and for ever.


May we go forward on our journey


in the strength of your Spirit,


and, as we have shared heavenly things,


so may we find heaven in earthly things,


as we offer ourselves to you and to each other,


and allow your love to lead us to Eternal Life.
Notices
Blessing
Hymn Thine be the glory
1.
Thine be the glory,


risen, conqu’ring Son,


endless is the vict'ry


thou o'er death hast won;


angels in bright raiment


rolled the stone away,


kept the folded grave-clothes


where thy body lay.


Thine be the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son,

endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won.
3.
No more we doubt thee,


glorious Prince of Life;


life is naught without thee:


aid us in our strife.


Make us more than conqu'rors


through thy deathless love;


bring us safe through Jordan


to thy home above.

 Closing responses—we face the back of the church


Go in peace to love and serve the Lord

All
In the name of Christ  Amen.
String quartet : Fugue for four by Jonathan Mott
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Induction loop - please turn your hearing aid to the T setting. Please switch off mobile phones.





2.	Lo! Jesus meets us,


	risen from the tomb;


lovingly he greets us,


	scatters fear and gloom.


	Let the Church with gladness


hymns of triumph sing,


for her Lord now liveth;


	death hast lost its sting.








6	Now we rejoice to name him King:


	Jesus is Lord of all the earth.


	This gospel-message we proclaim:


	we sing his glory, tell his worth.








Brian Wren (born 1936)
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4	Tell of that glorious Easter morn:


	empty the tomb, for he was free.


	He broke the power of death and hell


	that we might share his victory.











PAGE  
8

