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The preparation
As we gather, music is played to prepare us for worship, followed by silence. A welcome and some introductory notices are given.

First Sunday in Advent 
President : Canon Will Lamb
Preacher : Canon Michael Page
Assistants : Revd Sue Hobley and Canon Adrian Alker
Welcome to St Marks. We hope you will stay for tea or coffee served after the service. All baptised people including children are invited to receive communion. Please keep silence before the service begins. Please indicate at the rail if you require a gluten free wafer. 

THE GATHERING 

Organ voluntary: Veni Redemptor gentium - set by Redford, and Tallis (2 settings)
A minister greets the congregation 

We stand for the chant, during which the Advent candles are lit. 

Through our lives and by our prayers, your Kingdom come.   (Iona) 
Opening Hymn : 489 The Lord will come
Let our prayer rise before you as incense
All
and let our mouths proclaim your praise.

The Lord be with you
All 
and also with you.

All
Ever loving God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen
We kneel or sit for silent prayer and reflection
Confession 
O God, you have searched us out and known us,
and all that we are is open to you.

We confess that we have sinned:

we have used our power to dominate

and our weakness to manipulate;

we have evaded responsibility and failed to confront evil;

we have denied dignity to ourselves and to each other

and fallen into despair.

We turn to you, O God; we renounce evil;

we claim your love; we choose to be made whole. 
(Janet Morley, All Desires Known)
Absolution




Collect:
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds,
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as
judge and saviour, we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God. Amen
THE UNFOLDING OF THE WORD 
Old Testament reading : 1 Kings 8. 22 - 30 
22 Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD

in the presence of all the assembly of Israel,

and spread out his hands to heaven.

23 He said, ‘O LORD, God of Israel,

there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath,

keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants

who walk before you with all their heart,

24 the covenant that you kept for your servant my father David

as you declared to him; you promised with your mouth

and have this day fulfilled with your hand.

25 Therefore, O LORD, God of Israel,

keep for your servant my father David that which you promised him,

saying, “There shall never fail you a successor before me

to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children look to their way,

to walk before me as you have walked before me.”

26 Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed,

which you promised to your servant my father David.

27 But will God indeed dwell on the earth?

Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you,

much less this house that I have built!

28 Have regard to your servant’s prayer and his plea, O LORD my God,

heeding the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to you today;

29 that your eyes may be open night and day towards this house,

the place of which you said, “My name shall be there,”

that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays towards this place.

30 Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel

when they pray towards this place;

O hear in heaven your dwelling-place; heed and forgive.’

At the end of the readings the reader says:

How is this the Word of the Lord for us today? 
An unfolding of Psalm 72  (Jim Cotter)

Give wisdom to those who govern,.

who bear burdens on the people’s behalf.

A  
Give wisdom to those who govern us,


a sense of justice to those who wield power,


they they may frame laws that are life-giving,


that the poor and weak may breathe freely.


May they defend the cause of the needy,


save the abandoned and orphans,


disarm the rebellious and violent.

Give wisdom to those who govern,
who bear burdens on the people’s behalf.
B
May such wisdom endure like the sun and moon,


giving light from one age to the next.


May justice rain down like showers


that water the new-sown fields.


In our days may justice flourish,


and abundance of peace till the moon be no more.

Give wisdom to those who govern,
who bear burdens on the people’s behalf.

A
May wisdom reign from sea to sea,


following the great rivers to the ends of the earth.


May folly bow down to truth,


the enemies of justice lick the dust.


May all the rulers of the peoples seek wisdom,


the nations serve the ways of justice and truth.
Give wisdom to those who govern,
who bear burdens on the people’s behalf.
Gradual Hymn 

1
This is a story full of love,


a song to set us free,


of God, the Wisdom and the Word,


the keystone and the key.

2
For Wisdom guides the flow of life


and governs, hour by hour,


the forces of the universe,


the fragrance of a flower.

3
And faith, awakened, hears the Word


that Abraham must move


and slaves of Pharaoh take the road


to freedom, law and love.

4
The Wisdom and the Word are one


when flesh and bone and breath


reveal the human face of God,


the child of Nazareth.

Gospel: Matthew 3. 1 - 12
When it is announced 

All : Glory to you, O Lord
1 In those days John the Baptist

appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,

2 ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’

3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke

when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”’

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair

with a leather belt around his waist,

and his food was locusts and wild honey.

5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea

were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan,

6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,

confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism,

he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers!

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance.

9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”;

for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.

10 Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees;

every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit

is cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 I baptize you with water for repentance,

but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me;

I am not worthy to carry his sandals.

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

12 His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor

and will gather his wheat into the granary;

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
All : Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon in the Advent series Looking for a King.
The Prayers of Intercession    led by Michael Burn
Before and after the intercessions we sing:
Listen, Lord, listen, Lord, not to our words but to our prayer.

You alone, you alone understand and care.         © WGRG, Iona Community
The response to in faith we pray is we pray to you our God
Ending with 
God of love, 

Hear our prayer and make us one in heart and mind to serve you with joy for ever. Amen 
The Peace

President
In the tender compassion of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you

All 

and also with you.
We share a sign of peace

The Offertory 
A collection is taken for the work of the church. Please place your gift in the yellow envelope. If you are a taxpayer, please write your name etc on the envelope. Bread and wine are brought up.
Offertory Hymn : 209 Hills of the north, rejoice
All

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation


Through your goodness we have


this bread and wine to offer, which the earth has given and human hands have made.


They will become our spiritual food and drink. 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord be with you

and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.
Holy God, you made the world and love your creation,
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour.

His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death.

And so we gladly thank you, with saints and angels praising you and saying

(The choir sing the Sanctus and Benedictus from Macmillan’s St Anne’s Mass)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends

and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice

made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,

we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed our death,
rising you restored our life:

Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with Mark and all the saints

to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours,

O loving Father, for ever and ever.

The children may join us at this point in the service and we say 

All
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ

All
Though we are many, we are one body,


because we all share in one bread.
Invitation

(Choir sing: Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us)
All those of any Christian denomination are invited to come to the altar rails to receive communion and anyone is welcomed to receive a blessing.

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

Time with the children 
All say the Parish Prayer for Advent
King of Glory, King of Peace you come to us in the humility of the stable and the cruelty of the cross. May your kingdom of love and justice be made real on earth through the lives of all who seek to follow and to serve you.

Blessing

Hymn : 288 King of glory, King of peace

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord

All
In the name of Christ.  Amen
Organ voluntary: Veni Redemptor gentium - set by John Bull
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Induction loop - please turn your hearing aid to the T setting. Please switch off mobile phones.











5	Disfigured on a Roman cross,


	extinguished and absurd,


	by faith we praise the power of God,


	the Wisdom and the Word.





6	Arising over earthly powers


	our Saviour has begun


	to catch them in a web of love


	and weave them into one.





7	Praise God, the Wisdom and the 	Word,


	till all the world can see


	that Jesus is the first and last,


	the keystone and the key.





Brian Wren (born 1936)© 1986 Stainer & Bell Ltd


CM       Used By Permission. CCL Licence No. 294846














PAGE  
8

